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T is order'd, That the Thanks of this 
Court - be - given to the Reverend 
Dr. BAT EREMAN for his Sermon preached 
before this Court, and the Liveries of the 
ſeveral Companies of this City, at the Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Pau, on Stinday 
the 29 Inſtant, being the Anniverſary 
Day of Thankſgiving for the Reſtoration 
and that he be deſir d to print the ſame. 
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EccrzSs. vit. latter Part of the 16 Verſe. 


Meitber make thyſelf over-wiſe : why 
ſhouldſt thou deſtroy thyſelf ? 


HERE are different Interpretations gi- 
ven of theſe Words: They have been 
conſidered as the Scoff of the Scorner 
againſt the Purſuers of Virtue and true Wiſdom, 
as the Voice of thoſe who turn good Attempts into 
| Ridicule, and repreſent them as ending only in Va- 
nity and Ruin. And this Interpretation may ſeem ' 
to be countenanc'd by an obvious Reflection, that 
it is in fact impoſſible for any Man to be over- 
righteous or over-wiſe, however he may be re- 
proached as pretending to be ſo. True Righteouſ- 
neſs and true Wiſdom' do 'as much reſtrain us 
from Rigidneſs and Oſtentation, as they excite us 
to Equity, and to a vigorous Exerciſe of our ra- 
tional Powers. Indeed the Generality of Interpre- 
ters ſeem to conſider this Text as a Caution giyen 
to all, with Seriouſneſs, in Solomon's own Perſon. 
And as no Man can in fact be too righteous, or too 
wiſe, it muſt then be intended againſt the Appear- 


ance and 2 of Righteouſneſs and Wiſ- 
dom. ä 


It 
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It is likewiſe thought by ſome that the Advice 
was given to Magiſtrates only; but as the Expreſ- 
ſions in it are general, and daily Experience con- 
vinces us that it is poſſible for thoſe of low Degrees, 
as much as for thoſe who are in Authority, to to 
tranſgreſs againſt 1 it, I ſhall conſider i it as a Cauti- 
on given to all, | 

In order to repreſen 92 whole of the — ce, 
and the Reaſon given for it, I might enlarge on 
the Exceſs of ſeemin g Righteouſheſs, and the Ex- 
ceſs of ſeeming Wikdom ſeparately, and ſhew how 
Deſtruction will probably attend each of them. 
But my preſent Diſcourſe ſhall be confined to the 
| Text——- Neither make thyſelf vver- wiſe : why 

i thew deſtroy ar 
And were I to enlarge on all the Particulars Im- 
plied in theſe Words, it would be no difficult Mat- 
ter to ſhew that we may affect to be over-wiſe 
with reſpe&tto GO ALMIionTY, our Neiphbeuy, 
and Ounlvet; that by ſuch Affectation we ſhall 
probably bring DeſtraQtion upon ourſelves But 
that, not ichſtanding the Caution given, the Scof- 
fer has no o Reaſon for taking the Saying into 
his Mouth, in order to ſet en th, ao ont regen 
Profeſſors of Relipion and Virtue. ? 

But the firſt of theſe Particulars, ix. be afk 
ing to de over-wiſe with reſpect to God Almighty 
may be the moſt ſuitable Subject now. And there- 
fore to a Repreſentation of ſuch Affectation to a 

| brief 


—— 
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brief Account of the Danger of it — to a Proof 
that the Scorner can (hewever) with no Propriety 
take the Text into his Mouth and to an Ap- 

to the awfully religious, and national So- 
lemnities of this Day, ſhall this Diſcourſe be con- 
fined. [_.. | 


I. We may then make ourſelves over-wiſe with 
reſpe& to God Almighty, by enquiring too curi- 
ouſly into His Nature and Attributes, and thereby 
attempt to reduce them to the challou Limits of 
an human U As it is of the utmoſt 
we ham danihetcs «Gan; it 
is therefore an incumbent Duty upom us to ſearch 

diligently till we find HIN; but in this Search we 
need not go far: For He has been graciouſly plea- 
ſed to make the Arguments. by which his Being is 
proved to us moſt obvious and eaſy. If there were 
not a GoD, nothing could be. Every the minu- 
toſt Object of the Creation points ont its Divine 
Author. But as it would not be of any geod 
Conſequence to us to know GOD now as Hx is in 
Himſelf, — fech Knowledge is rendred tos won- 
devel and excellent for ts, we cannot attain wnto 
ir. And whenever amy Approaches are -made-by 
us Mortals towards a Reproſemtation of che Al- 
and bis PerfeQions, we naterally fall into 


negative Deſtriptions, Keying that Hes every thing 
3 and Good in an infinite Degree, we 


not 


* 


4 
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not knowing what Hzſinity is. And ſurely we can- 
not hereby raiſe in ourſelves or others any. poſitive 
Idea of that which we may attempt to deſcribe. 
It is then vain Philoſophy to aim at ſuch Deſcripti- 
ons, and muſt be cenſur'd in the ſame Manner 
with thoſe Aﬀectations of Wiſdom which St.. Paul 
reproves, and by which the World was ſo far from 
being improved, that it was reduced to an utter 
Ignorance as to the Worſhip of that God, whoſe 
intimate Nature and Eſſence thoſe Refiners might 
pretend to have a Knowledge of. And what is 
faid of the Supreme Being in general i is equally ap- 
plicable to all Doctrines revealed concerning Him. 
They are delivered to us as Truths from God, 
not ſubjected to a philoſophical Enquiry. If they 
were to be explained by Man, they would be the 
Object of Knowledge, not of Belief. Whoever 
then makes ſuch Attempts, exalts too far his own 
Natnre, or repreſents too low the Divine, and 
chars? is Over-wiſe with reſpett to his great Crea- | 
tor. 

SIRE (to uſe the Words of an able Writer) 
«© Whilſt Men on one hand expect a rational Ac- 
* count, and clear Ideas of what is wholly unac- 
© countable by us, and of which we can have no 


Conception at all: And on the other hand, 


« Men go about with endleſs Labour to explain 
« what is inexplicable, there can be no End of 


© thoſe Controverfies, which multiply upon us eve- 


roy 
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" « ry Day. But if we dhegres to leave oif fpridd 

e ing of what we know' nothing of, and freely 
e own what we muſt confeſs-whether we will or 
© no, that we can have no poſitive Meas of the 
Nature of God as He is in Himſelf, the Con- 


5 


© troverſy wilt ſoon ceaſe! ®” And what is pro- 


ved to be revealed in Holy Write, wilt be eſtabliſh- 
ed on that Divine Azthotity' which Tens one 
it. 

Therefore, Be not raſt with thy Mouth, att 
not thine Heart be haſty to utter any thing before 
(I add, concerning the Nature of) God: for Gods 


in Heaven and 4 pon Earth, Boyle ter thy 
"Rene 8 n "ada | 


2. We may be atfo Se with 1 to 
God Almighty, when we impertinently paſs our 
Judgments on the Equity of his Dealings with the 
Children of Men. For we cannot judge ſurely of 
any Proceedings, unleſs we have a certain Know- 
ledge of what 2 — to be the Rule of their Acti- 
ons whoſe Proceedings we judge of, and a Capacity 
of applying each particular Caſe to the general 
Rule. Now this we cannot always atrive at even 
with refpe& to our Fellow-creatutes. For there 
may be feveral very good Reaſons why a Man may 
n to deviate from what the Worldy will approve, 

B but 


| See an Anſwer to cio hn not myſterious, by Peter 
Brown, B. D. Afterwards Biſkop of Cork. hi 
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| but if the Perſon acting 18 abſolved in his own 


Conſcience, and before his God, he is juſt and 


equitable notwithſtanding the partial Cenſures of 
other Men. 


Indeed in a great Variety of Inſtances we may 


judge truly of each other. All notorious Violati- 


ons of the Safety and Property of our Brethren; 
all equivocal Evaſions of Equity, Cc. we may aſ- 
ſuredly condemn, becauſe we are certain Perſons 
acting thus have broken the golden Rule, of do- 
ing to others as they would 2 ſhould do unto 
them. 

But with reſpect to God Almighty, we 3 
no ſuch Rule to be directed by; ; neither do we 
certainly know how to apply particular Effects to 
any general Rule, Even thoſe very Effects which 
when brought about by Men, are criminal, are 
daily produced by the immediate Hand of Divine 
Providence, with ſtrict Juſtice, and for moſt wiſe 


Ends. And it is our Duty to acquieſce in them; 


for if we pretend to account for the particular Rea- 
ſons of them, we are in Danger of running either 
into Preſumption as to God, or poſſibly into raſh 
Cenſure as to our Brethren, For, with reſpe& to 
God Almighty, unleſs we could take i in at one View 


the whole Deſign of Providence, we cannot be 


ſure how each Action contributes to bring about 
his general good and wiſe Purpoſes; and therefore 
he is over-wiſe who pretends to determine how far 
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any particular Interpoſition of Providence does or 
does not ſo contribute. And as to the Danger of 
falling into raſh Cenſure with reſpe& to Men, that 
is repreſented by our Lo x p, in the Caſe of the 
Galilæans, whoſe blood Pilate had mingled with 
their ſacrifices, For they who told him of it, 
' ſeem to have attempted to vindicate the Juſtice of 
Divine Providence in permitting ſo terrible a Diſ- 
aſter to befal them, by imputing it to a Judgment on 
them for their uncommon Crimes. In Oppoſition 
to ſuch Raſhneſs our Bleſſed Lord obſerves (Luke 
Xiui. 2.) Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileans were fin- 
ners above all the Galilzans, becauſe they ſuffered 
Juch things? I tell you nay, but unleſs ye repent, ye 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh. From which Refledion 
of our Saviour, and from his Repetition of it with 
reſpect to thoſe who periſhed by the fall of the tower 
of Siloam, I conclude that it is our Duty to acqui- 
eſce in general in the Diſpenſations of Providence; 
that we may be over-201/e in attempting to 
aſſign particular Reaſons for them; and may 
be in. Danger of paſſing an ill grounded Cenſure 
upon our Neighbour's moral Character. 
And as we may be thus over-wiſe, when we 
pretend to form a Judgment of God's Diſpleaſure; 
we may tranſgreſs, on the other hand, by preſu- 
ming to cenſure his Juſtice, becauſe he — 
ſuffers the Wicked to proſper. Unleſs we ſ uppoſe 
Miracles perpetually to interpoſe, there muſt, in 
B 2 divers 


—— — — — 
2 — — I — — — 
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divers Inſtances, be one Euent to the Righteous, 
aud to the Wicked. Were it not ſo, Virtue would 
be nothing, it would be no matter of Choice. 
And there are ſo many gracious Ends anſwered 
even by the Sufferings of good Men, and tempo- 
rary Succeſs of the Bad, that whoever ſeriouſly 
cankiders the Frame of human Nature, —acknow- 
ladges:a future State, and the manifold Infirmi- 


ties of the beſt of Men, muſt conclude that God 


Gaad, altho for a time he afflicteth his Saints, 
and ſuffers the Unrighteons to go unpuniſbed. 
Let us not chen be over-wiſe, preſuming to pro- 
nounce concerning God's any or e 
from ſuch Events. i 

Nations indeed (as Lach) PLL bg of tempe- 


rary Continuance, may more probably be ſuppaſod 


to receive the Reward of their Deeds: in this 
World. And it is true in Fact, chat the Proſperi- | 


Noglett of Religion and Virtue as a-People. | 

as they were the Peculium of God, no univerſally 
conclufive Argument can be drawn from them to 
other Nations. And tho” it is true, that in gene- 
r Righteoufneſi exalteth a Nation, and Sin is the 
Reproach of any People, both by the natural Ten- 
deney of the Thing, and by the juſt Judgment of 
God; yet as to particular Inſtances it becomes us to 
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be very cautious in our Concluſions. All Nations 
do conſiſt of Individuals, who are capable of be- 
ing rewarded or puniſhed hereafter for their Do- 
ings as well in a Civil as in a Natural Capacity. It 
is therefore unſafe many times to judge of their 
general Virtue by what befals them here. 

If is true likewiſe when any dreadful Calamities 
befal a People, and they are ſenſible of the Growth 
of Irreligion and Vice amongſt them; they may 
(and ſo may private Perſons) aſcribe ſuch' Evils to 
their Crimes, and own that they have ſuffered no 
more than their Iniquities did moſt righteouſly de- 
ſerve. But will the Argument hold the other 
way? Are there any People ſo aſſuming, as to 
pretend to be ſtrictly meritorious in the Sight of 
God ? Will any maintain that the Bleſhngs they 
enjoy are only the of their Goodneſs? 
If ſuch there are, Lam ſure their Arrogance is 2 
Proof of the Abſurdity of their Claim. 

Conſiſtent with this Obſervation was the Con- 
duct of the pious Compilers of ſome of our acca- 
ſional Forms of Prayer; when, on the one hand, 
they acknowledge, that © it was the crying Sins 
aof this Nation which brought down the heavy 
© Judgment upon us” {the Martyrdom of King 
Charles the Firſt] we may add, and all the Cala- 
mities previous to, and conſequent upon it; And 
on the other hand gratefully acknowledge, that, 
(with reſpect to the joyful Occaſion of this Day's 
Solem- 
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Solemnity) ** Not our Merits, but thy Mercy, O 
© Lord, did reſcue and deliver us. We can- 


not then by ſearching find out God, we cannot find 


out . the Almighty (either in his Nature, or in the 
Reaſon of his Diſpenſations) 0 Perfection. 


II. I would, in the next place, briefly obſerve, 
that this Affectation of over- much Wiſdom tends 
to our Deſtruction. It is, I ſuppoſe, generally ac- 
knowledged, that a Man's exerting the Powers of 
his Soul on Objects not ſuited to them, and there- 
by diverting them from what they ought to have 


in View, is unnatural, the Powers loſe all their 


Strength, and thereby bring on the Perſon ſo vain- 
ly employed final Ruin. Now the Underſtanding 
of a Man, we know, is that Faculty by which he 
compares ſuch Ideas as he is capable of receiving, 
and from ſuch Compariſon draws Concluſions. If 
therefore he attempts to compare things with each 
other, of neither of which, or of either of which 
he has no clear Notions, and pretends to draw 
Concluſions from ſuch Compariſons, he conſe- 
quently diſſipates his Thoughts by exalting himſelf 
above meaſure, and thereby contributes to his own 
Deſtruction, as a reaſonable Creature. 

Now we do offend in this manner by thoſe Af- 
fectations of Wiſdom I have mentioned. Who- 


ever 


* See the Forms of Prayer for the zoth of January, and the 29th 
of May. 
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ever preſumes to dive into the Nature and Counſels 
of God, employs his Underſtanding about Objects 
not ſuited to it; and if he ventures to compare the 
one or other with ſuch things as preſent themſelves 
before us here on Earth, he may be guilty of a 
ſpiritual Idolatry, by imagining a Likeneſs between 
the Great God and his Creatures. he may re- 
preſent the God of Truth like a Man who may lie, 


which the entertaining ſo low a Thought of God 
Almighty does deſerve. 

Wie find when Moſes aſked the Lord, When the 
Children of Iſrael enquire of me, ſaying, Who hath 
ent thee unto us? the Lord anſwered, Thou ſhalt 
fay, I AM hath ſent me unto you : Thereby de- 
noting that it would be Preſumption in Moſes, or 
in the Children of J/ael, to make any farther cu- 
rious Enquiries concerning the Divine Nature. 
And whoever conſults the Bible will find the Va- 
nity of human Attempts to account for God's 
Dealings with us, in Variety of Inſtances ſet forth 
and condemned, Let us therefore dread the 
Thought of falling under fo ſevere a Condemna- 
tion, acknowledging that no Man can ſee God, 
and live: that tho Righteouſneſs and Equity are 
the Habitation of his Seat, yet Clouds and Dark- 
neſs are round about him. 


III. But 


like the Son of Man who may repent. And 
conſequently ſubject himſelf to the Puniſhment, 
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III. But then this Caution may be carried too 
far, if the Scoffer takes the Text into his Mouth. 
And yet this has been too often done. Have not 
ſome concluded that there are Abſurdities in Chri- 
ſtianity, becauſe there are myſterious Doctrines in 
it? Have not others maintained that Chance go- 
verns the World, becauſe the Conduct of it is in 
many Inſtances repugnant to the Rules of human 
Policy? But to the firſt of theſe we anſwer, that 
a due Attention to the obvious Diſtinction between 
Doctrines that are contrary to, and Doctrines that 
are above our Reaſon, ſhould ſilence their Scoffs. 
To the former of theſe we cannot, if we will be 
true to ourſelves, give our Aﬀent, — becauſe from 
the original Principles of our Nature we are ſure 


they cannot be true: But in the latter we 


and ought to believe, if they are duly atteſted, — 


| becauſe tho? our natural Powers may not ſupply us 


therefore the Interpoſition of God's Authority 


the World, becauſe the Ways of Providence are 


with an Argument to prove why they are true, 
neither do thoſe natural Powers furniſh us with 


any Argument againſt the Truth of them, and 


ſhould determine us to believe. 
Again, as to the Inference that Chance governs 


not to be accounted for by Men: I preſume that 
Chance, or ſomething worſe than Chance (as it is 
commonly underſtood) even Paſſion and Prejudice 


would 
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would entirely prevail, if there were no Provi- 
dence. So jarring are the Intereſts of Men with 
each other—'So inconſiftent are moſt Men with 
themſelves, But ſince every thing we fee proves 
the Being of God, and his Being proves his Pro- 
vidence, no particular Objections ſhould ſtartle us. 
We may ſee a general Reaſon (drawn from the 
Nature of an All- perfect Being) for concluding 
that what is done is juſt, altho' we cannot at pre- 
ſent diſcover why it is: In like manner (as in the 
Caſe before ſpoken to) we may ſee a general 
Reaſon for believing a Doctrine to be true, the 
Manner of which we cannot as yet underſtand. 
And in both Inſtances the Scoffer abuſes his Un- 
derftanding, by concluding that there are Ab/ur- 
4ties in the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and Inpro- 
prieties in the Government of the World, becauſe 
we cannot conceive How or Why theſe things are: 
which is juſt as wiſe (according to Mr. Locke's 
Sentiment) as if a Man were to fold his Hands, 
and fit down and periſh, becauſe he has not Wings 
to fly, 


IV. 1 would now apply what has been faid to the 
awfully-religious and national Solemnities of this 


1. It is certainly an Affectation of too much 
. 
C 0 
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of the Bleſſed Trinity, becauſe we cannot diſco- 

ver How it ſhould be. By giving our Aſſent to 
it, we only pay that Obedience to God which is 
due from our Underſtanding, When Nicodemus 
came to our bleſſed Saviour by Night, and our 


Lord talked concerning the myſterious Doctrine of 


Regeneration, and Nicodemus ſaid, How can theſe 
things be? our Lord anſwer d, Art thou a "_ 


In TFoel, and knoweſt not theſe things? (i. e. the 


Doctrine of the Jeuiſb Church might have in- 
ſtructed thee, as to the matter of Fact, that ſuch 
things are reveal'd.) And then he proceeds, Ve- 
rily, verily, T fay unto you, We teach what ue do 
know, and teſtify what: awe have ſeen': By which 
Nicodemus is taught not to expect Explanations of 
the Manner of Myſteries, but enjoin'd Belief up- 
on the Authority of Chriſt himſelf, bag ne 
Teacher. 

It is not, in like manger, our - Buſineſs to pre. 

tend to diſcover God Almighty's Nature — How 
THE FATHER, Son, AND HoLY Ghost are 
the very and Eternal God; but whether it is in 
Fact revealed in Holy Writ, that this is true, 

Now that it is in Fact fo ended is, J. think, 

abundantly evident from the Form of Baptiſm ;— 
from the Divine Attributes and Perfections being 


aſcribed to the Son and to the Holy Ghoſt 5 


with the Father; — from the wonderful Works of 


Creation, Redemption, Se. aſcribed to them all ;— 
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- from Worſhip's being in the moſt ſtrit Senſe re- 
quired to be paid to them all, &c. (which are at 
leaſt implicit Proofs of this great Truth.) And 


moreover I think it is plainly taught in that Text of 
St. Jobn, There are three that bear record in bea- 
ven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 


— 


and theſe three are one.* For the- Genuineneſs of 


it has been ſupported by very ancient Manuſcripts, 


the Connection of the preceding and following 
Verſe is loſt without it: It was quoted by St. Cy 
prian before the Nicene Council +, and indeed has 
been ſupported by ſuch a Variety of Arguments by 
great and good Men of our on Communion ||,' 


among Proteſtant Difſenters of this Nation , and 
by Foreigners ., that I think to deny the Truth 


of it, is to ſhut our E yes againſt the Light. Let 
us not therefore, by an a AﬀcAation of over- much 
Wiſdom, reſiſt the Demonſtration of the Spirit; 
but acknowledging that the Divine Nature is by 
us unſearchable, and that his Word is true, let us 


humbly cry out, Lord, 1 believe ; ; help thou mine 


Unbelicf. 


| S . 2. And 
iA 


+ De Patre, Filio & Spiritu Sanfto n, eſt, & hi tres unum 
ſunt. Vide Divi Cypriani Librum de Unitate Eccleſiz, p. 195. 


196. Benedict. Edit. 


I See a Letter to Dr. Bentley concerning the Complatenfian Edi- 


tion of the New Teſtament by Biſhop Smalbroke, and Mr.  Twelves $ 
Critical Examination. 


t See Mr. $/o/i's Sermons on the Trinity. 
- +,» Seq Bengelii Prolegomena. 
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A Sunwmon' preached before 


2. And as we ought to be cautioned againſt the 
Affectation of over- much Wiſdom from the Con- 
fideratian: of the awful Nature of the Ever- bleſſed 
Trinity, and taught our Duty humbly to aſſent to 
theſe Manifeſtations. of it which have been graci- 
ouſly revealed; ſo ſhould the wonderful Loving- 
kindneſs vouchiated: to theſe Nations, in bringing, 
back King Charles the Second to his undoubted 
Right, teach us to admire and adore the ſeeret 
Warkings of Divine Providence which conducted: 
the Reftoration : and conſequently we ſhould. hence 
learn not to attempt to fathom the deep Counſels of 
God. Hiſtory does now indeed, in forme meaſure, 
trace out to us the Steps in which this great Work: 
proceeded. But when we put the Accounts toge- 
ther, and obſerve what ſeemingly contradictory 
Principles and Counſels tended to the ſame End; 
How ſteadily and cautiouſly the Great General 
acted from the time he made his n Provefia- 
ton , never to draw his Sword againſt bis Prince 

8 ¶Perſe- 

Nempe cum in Bello olim captus fuiſſet Vir in paucis inſignis 
Regi fortiſſime dimicans & ſqualore vinculorum in Arce Londipenſi 
juxta cum venerando Epiſcopo [ethos ſe. Wren. Epiſc. Elienfi] diu 
maceratus fuiſſet, nec ulla ſpes Libertatis recuperandz (rebus Regiis 
Indies labentibus) ipfi affulgeret, diu à Cromwello, qui hominis — 
titudinem & rei militaris peritiam probe noverat, in ſuas partes ſol- 
lieitatus eſt; tandemque ut libertate ſui un cum præſecturã in Bello 
Hibernico frueretur perſuaſus, contra Rebelles Hibernicos, minime 
verò contra Regem — proteſtans, Cumque jam, acceptiy 
conditionibus, ſuis valedicturus eſſet, ad hunc Epiſcopum acceſlit, ad 
cujus pedes provolutus Venerandi-Patris benediQionem: petiit, hoc 


ſane in ſe recipiens, Regi ſuo ſe hoſtem nunquam ſuturum. See 
Dr. Barwick's Life. | 
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Death,Y When we further obſerve how the 
Counſels-and- Deſigns of thoſe who uſurped Power 
were dluſted' and defeared; and tbr Prixd were 
fattt#*d in the Inaginetio of their Hearts. When 
theſe, and ten thoufand other fiich: Incidents oc- 
eur to us from Hiſtory, furdy' wie feed grate- 
fully acknowledge gur tbr was the Ford's dung. 
aid it ir maroelhs fr Eper. Wel loud Warn 
ndt to truſt in the Aro Fleſh, nor ift the Conn 
eu which Man's Wifdorm ;revoherh; bur in che Al- 
mighty and Alla wiſe God. - 
And as it graciouſly pleaſed Hast manifoſtiy to 


in © to reſtore to us our Religion, and our 
happy Conſtitation, let us hence learn Piety to 
God, eee e cur 
Prines. Indeed: the Principles of Religion and 
Loyalty have a natural and neceſſary Connection 
with each other. He who fears God as he ought, 
will for that Reaſon honour his Vicegerent ; and 
he who honours the King in a becoming Manner, 
will be ſure in the firſt place to pay his Adoration 
to the KING of KINGS. 


And 


When General Mox#'s Friends and Attendants began to renew 
their Thanks and Acclamations to him for his t Service and 
Faithfulneſs in producing the Effects of this Day; he was ſo far from 
being exalted with * of his own crit, that he declined 
them all; tellin x ham, He bad all along been beſet with ſo many 
Difficulties — außen upon bim, as that all Thanks and Act not- 
ledgments muft 72 to the Miracle DIVIVI PRO 
DENCE. See the General Monk, p. 312. 


A SER MON preac bed, Ee. * 


532% „„ „r 


FF 


And whenever . we preſume to think of. God 


| Almighty's Nature, and of his Dealings with us 


his ſinful Creatures, may we be cloathed with 
Humility, with the utmoſt Reyerence'and Sub- 
miſſion. If ye behave thus, and act agreeably in 
other Things, ye will receive the Prize of your 
high Calling in that great Day, when they that 
are truly wiſe ſpall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament, and ſhall be rewarded with various De- 
grees of Honour and Happineſs, / proportioned to 
the various - Improvements, which they ſhall have 


made in real Wiſdom, ' even as one far Afr 


fron mean Har in glory. 


SO 


- Dot Godthe Rather 9 455 Som del the 
> © Holy. Ghoſt, be. oferibed all Honour and Glory, 
Dominion and Power for evermore, Amen. 
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